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The impression of participation in the 4" Congress of

Earth Environment and Global Citizen.
Sarah Turner and Damon Matthews
Graduate Students of University of Victoria in Canada

Last weekend we participated in the Earth Environment and Global Citizen sym-
posium at Konan University. This event was very inspiring. We particularly
enjoyed the experiential component — hands on field work at Hirono Ground.
Walking through the forest, seeing the biotope, and planting vegetables provided
an opportunity to practice environmental education in a meaningful way.

It was interesting to see how much has changed in the two years since we last
visited Japan. The biotopes, both at Konan University campus and Hirono Ground,
are excellent tools for environmental education, and were recent additions to the
environmental education program at Konan. It was also very impressive to see
the large garden that has been built at Hirono Ground since we were last here.
Recently in Canada, awareness of the importance of growing local, organic food
has increased tremendously. It is exciting to see that this important aspect of
environmental education is flourishing here in Japan as well. Initiatives like
these are not only important locally, they also provide common ground for dis-
cussion and learning at an international level.

As before, professor Taniguchi and his students were very kind and hospitable to
us. Despite our poor Japanese
language skills, we were able to
learn a great deal. Thank you to
all the people who took the time
to translate for us (especially
Yasuko). This conference also
provided a valuable opportunity
for me to present my planned re-
search at the Awajishima Monkey
Center. We really appreciated
our experience this weekend.

goooboob:boobobboboobgoobooboboboobd Mr.Damon
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